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1. Journal Scope and Mission 

The Journal of Contemporary Issues in Open, Distance, and e-Learning (JC-ODEL) is an 

international, peer-reviewed, open-access scholarly journal dedicated to the dissemination 

of original research and critical scholarship in Open, Distance, and e-Learning (ODeL). The 

journal advances theoretical, empirical, and applied research, promotes innovation in 

digital pedagogy, supports evidence-based policy and leadership, and contributes to equity, 

access, accountability and lifelong learning, particularly in International contexts. 

 

2. Open Access Policy 

JC-ODEL is a fully open-access journal. All content is freely and permanently accessible 

online immediately upon publication, without subscription or registration barriers. 

 

3. Licensing and Copyright 

All articles are published under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 

(CC BY 4.0). Authors retain copyright and permit unrestricted use with proper attribution. 

 

4. Peer Review Process 

JC-ODEL employs a double-blind peer review process involving initial editorial screening, 

review by at least two independent experts, author revision, and final editorial decision. 

 

5. Editorial Independence 

Editorial decisions are based solely on scholarly merit and are independent of institutional, 

political, or commercial influence. 

 

6. Publication Ethics and Malpractice 

JC-ODEL adheres to Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines, ensuring fairness, 

confidentiality, and integrity in publishing. 

 

7. Plagiarism and Originality 

All submissions are screened using plagiarism detection software. Similarity should not 

exceed 15% excluding references. Self-plagiarism is prohibited. 



 

8. Conflicts of Interest 

Authors, reviewers, and editors must disclose any conflicts of interest. These are 

transparently managed and disclosed where necessary. 

 

9. Data Availability and Transparency 

Authors should clearly state data sources, methodologies, and data availability, complying 

with ethical standards. 

 

10. Retractions and Corrections 

JC-ODEL follows COPE guidelines for retractions, corrections, and expressions of concern, 

ensuring transparency and permanent linkage. 

 

11. Editorial Board and Governance 

The journal is governed by the Editor-in-Chief, Deputy Editor-in-Chief, International 

Editorial Board, Managing Board, Secretariat and Technical team. Affiliations are publicly 

displayed. 

 

12. Publication Frequency 

JC-ODEL publishes two issues annually: June and December. 

 

13. Archiving and Digital Preservation 

The journal ensures long-term preservation through institutional repositories and digital 

archiving systems. 

 

14. Fees and Charges 

  Any charges by  JC-ODEL will be transparently communicated. 

 

15. Advertising and Sponsorship 

JC-ODEL does not permit advertising or sponsorship that compromises editorial 

independence or academic integrity. 
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